
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic Development 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: La Placita 

Your Project Summary: La Placita is a Latino-themed summer series of open-air markets in which food 

and artisan vendors can showcase their products to the community. In addition to the vendors at La 

Placita, there is a free artistic and cultural programming that allows artist to showcase their talents 

whether it is music, dance, theater, and/or art exhibition through the Cultural Encounter Experience (CEE). 

La Placita offers the community an opportunity to experience and participate in a cultural encounter. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic Development's La Placita project 

for full CAC funding. The main thrust of NOHCED's La Placita Latino-themed summer series is to establish 

a free public space in which local cultural artists can showcase and sell their food and works under the 

aegis of La Villa Hispana, a neighborhood revitalization project. Because it is open to public and welcomes 

all, serves the largely Latino community of Clark-Fulton neighborhood, and builds meaningful 

relationships with the stakeholders (both business and civil) of the neighborhood, it has the potential to 

produce real public benefit for the area. NOHCED's application furthermore shows a commitment to the 

organization's ability to contribute to the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the neighborhood by engaging 

with diverse arts and cultural producers, who in turn contribute to revitalizing the neighborhood both 

economically and socially. CAC Funds will be used specifically to support the Cultural Encounter 

Experience portion of La Placita, and NOHCED's organizational capacity appears to be able to meet its goal 

of collaborating with local organizations and engaging artists in the development of the artistic and 

cultural programming for La Placita. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - this application meets the funding criteria. This is an example of an economic 

development program that recognizes the opportunities for arts & culture but cannot clearly articulate 

the who, what, where, and when. The program has strong artistic and cultural vibrancy that is coming 

directly out of the local community of 22,000, and likely the entire county.  The creation of a directory for 

use by community organizations will benefit the neighborhood organizations but also the entire city, and 

is an appropriate component of the summer series of open-air markets with its artist showcases. There 

also appears to be adequate organizational capacity, regarding staffing and community connections to 

support my belief that they can deliver on the proposed project. My concerns are how they help me 

connect the dots on the public benefit. There is a disconnect between the project summary; what will you 

do; one project goal; and measuring progress. Taken together I have constructed a vision of what I 

"believe" they are trying to create, but they should make stronger connections in their writing. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The pubic benefit is very clear: engagement 

and understanding of the Latino community, openness to the public and the presences with many 

meaningful relationships. The design of how the organization will engage artists early in 2017 

demonstrates that the artistic presentations will be fresh and vibrant. The budget is clear and other 

committed funds are a plus. One critique is that your goal is really a mission statement for the project, 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 



Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic Development - Continued  
 

3 
 

not a measurable goal. But you conduct a survey. Perhaps there is a metric from those surveys that could 

be used to create a proper goal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - this project seeks to impact the Hispanic business community as well as Latino artists 

through producing a series of Latino-themed open-air markets. The workplan is well conceptualized and 

includes partners in the creation of a directory of cultural creatives that can be used to engage and curate 

participating artists - it represents an important resource that builds organizational capacity for the entire 

community. I am a little shocked at the marketing budget on this project, but excited to see the org's 

commitment to paying participating artists well. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding criteria. While the proposal identifies activities 

that would benefit the community, overall, the project narrative is vague with regards to particulars of 

the proposal. For example, the applicant lists collaboration with local organizations, and engaging artist 

in the development of the artistic and cultural programming for La Placita as a primary goal for the project, 

but no specific details are offered regarding how, exactly. Similarly, the narrative identifies community 

engagement as essential to the success of this initiative, but other than supplying participants with 

surveys, it's unclear how the applicant will go about engaging the community and to what extent. I gather 

that part of the engagement will come from simply participating, but I'm not sure that this is enough to 

demonstrate meaningful relationships with stakeholders. In terms of organizational capacity and 

Vibrancy, the application would have benefitted from some attention to previous events to demonstrate 

the applicant's ability to successfully run the project. Other than the brief lead in during the support 

material interview, there is no mention of past success. Support letters from the community and/or video 

from past events would have gone a long way towards demonstrating public benefit. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


